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Introduction

This consultation paper seeks views on minor proposed changes to the regulations
which allow local authorities in England to reduce the discount on council tax for
second homes from 50% to a minimum of 10%, and to reduce or remove the 50%
discount on long term empty properties. The proposed changes are restricted to
the way in which the job related dwelling concession operates in respect of people
who have their main home outside England.

A copy of this consultation paper has been sent to all English local authorities,

the Local Government Association, the Association of London Government, the
Valuation Office Agency, the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy,
the Institute of Revenues, Rating and Valuation, Citizens Advice Bureaux on behalf
of the Citizen generally, and has been made available on the web-site of the Office
of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) at www.local.odpm.gov.uk

We invite responses to the consultation questions on page 5 and any other
comments by 28 January. This is to ensure that any amendments to the regulations
can be in place for the start of the 2005/06 financial year.

Please send paper responses to:
Ronnie Gasper,

LGF2, ODPM

Zone 5/H5, Eland House,
Bressenden Place

London SW1E 5DU

Or e-mail responses to counciltax.consultations@odpm.gsi.gov.uk

Further copies of this consultation paper can be obtained from 0870 1226 236
or on the ODPM website at www.local.odpm.gov.uk

If you have any enquiries, please contact David McDonald on 020 7944 4206
or fax to 020 7944 4179.

A summary of the responses to this consultation will be published on the ODPM
website (www.odpm.gov.uk) by 22 April 2005. The Office may also wish to publish
responses to this consultation exercise in due course or deposit them in the Office’s
Library. If so, all responses received will be published or deposited, unless a
respondent specifically asks the Office to treat their response as confidential.
Confidential responses will be included in any statistical summary of the numbers
of comments received and views expressed. If you are replying by email, any
confidentiality disclaimer generated by your organisation’s IT system will be
overridden, unless you specifically include a confidentiality request in the main

text of your submission to us.
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COMMENTS AND COMPLAINTS

8. This consultation is being undertaken in accordance with the Code of Practice
on Consultation. The consultation criteria are set out at Annex B together
with information on how to make comments or complaints about the
consultation procedure.
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Consultation Questions

Question 1

Should the regulations be amended to ensure that generally, the 50% second
homes discount is retained in England where the main home is in Wales or
Scotland (regardless of which home is job related)?

Question 2

Should the regulations be amended in particular to ensure that the 50% second
homes discount is retained in England where service personnel live in job related
dwellings in Scotland?

Question 3

Should the regulations be amended in particular to ensure that the 50% second
homes discount is retained in England where a minister of religion’s job related
dwelling is in Scotland?

Question 4
Should the job related concession be extended generally to include dwellings
in Northern Ireland, (regardless of which dwelling is job-related)?

Question 5
Should the job related concession be extended in particular to include job
related dwellings in Northern Ireland?:

1. For ministers of religion
2. For service personnel

Question 6

Should the job related concession be extended generally to include dwellings

in other specific places/everywhere outside the UK (regardless of which dwelling
is job-related)?

Question 7
Should the job related concession be extended in particular to include job
related dwellings in other specific places/everywhere outside the UK?:

1 For ministers of religion
2. For service personnel
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ANNEX A

COUNCIL TAX: ANTICIPATED USE OF POWERS TO CHANGE DISCOUNTS ON
SECOND HOMES AND LONG TERM EMPTY PROPERTY FROM APRIL 2004

Region No of billing No which have % which have No which have % which have
authorities changed changed changed long changed long
second homes second homes term empties term empty
discount discount discount discount
East 47 33 70% 23 49%
East Midlands 4 9 23% 9 23%
London 33 23 70% 19 58%
North East 23 7 30% 4 17%
North West 43 13 30% 5 12%
South East 68 53 78% 43 63%
South West 45 43 96% 31 69%
West Midlands 34 12 35% 8 24%
Yorkshire &
the Humber 21 14 67% 14 67%
England
Totals 354 207 59% 156 44%

Figures on the actual use of the powers are expected to be available in early 2005.
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ANNEX B

THE CONSULTATION CRITERIA

The Government has adopted a code of practice on consultations. The criteria
below apply to all UK national public consultations on the basis of a document in
electronic or printed form. They will often be relevant to other sorts of consultation.

Though they have no legal force, and cannot prevail over statutory or other
mandatory external requirements (e.g. under European Community Law),
they should otherwise generally be regarded as binding on UK departments
and their agencies, unless Ministers conclude that exceptional circumstances
require a departure.

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks
for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what
questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the
consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including
through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice,
including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

The full consultation code may be viewed at
www.cabinet-office.gov.uk/regulation/Consultation/Introduction.htm

Are you satisfied that this consultation has followed these criteria? If not, or you
have any other observations about ways of improving the consultation process
please contact

David Plant,

ODPM Consultation Co-ordinator,

Room 2.19,

26 Whitehall,

London, SW1A 2WH,;

or by e-mail to:

david.plant@odpm.gsi.gov.uk



